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TWO BROTHERS 


FATHER THEODORE AND FATHER 
MARIE ALPHONSE RATISBONNE 


Among the many distinguished Jews 
whose conversion edified and rejoiced the 
Church in the nineteenth century, none have 
awakened in the faithful a livelier interest, 
a more lasting Sympathy, than the two 
brothers, Theodore and Marie Alphonse 
Ratisbonne. Though all were filled with 
zeal for souls and laboured valiantly in the 
Lord’s vineyard, these two alone, animated 
with an ardent desire for the conversion 
of their race, established works which per- 
petuate this spirit, works which incessantly 
repeat Our Saviour’s prayer for His mis- 
guided people: “Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do.” 

Youth and Conversion of Theodore 
Ratisbonne 

Theodore, the elder of the brothers, was 
born at Strasbourg on December 28, 1802, 
second son of Augustus Ratisbonne and 
Adelaide Cerfbeer. He showed little taste 
for study during his childhood and youth; 
still, the desire to be useful to his fellow- 
Jews led to his pursuing his law-studies 
until his admission to the Bar, and even to 
his undertaking later, with the same object, 
the study of medicine, with special refer- 
ence to the diseases of childhood. 

_ The soul of Theodore was profoundly re- 
ligious, his mind philosophical, pre-occu- 
pied with the mystery of existence. In vain 
he sought the solution of the momentous 
question as to why he existed, though he 
read with avidity the ancient and modern 
philosophers, from Socrates to Voltaire— 
excepting the Christian writers. From the 
latter he could expect no solution, for he 
abhorred Christianity, which he looked 
upon as idolatry. But his intention was 
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upright, his life pure; therefore, God had 
pity upon him, and through the instrumen- 
tality of a series of lectures by Louis 
Bautain, which he had been led to attend 
(1822-1823), and the maternal influence of 
an admirable Christian, Miss Louise Hu- 
mann, at whose house these lectures were 
given, Theodore was brought to the know- 
ledge of the truth, and secretly received 
into the Church on Holy Saturday, April 
14, 1827. Now, he devoted his time to 
study and good works, labouring with zeal 
for the children of his own race, as direc- 
tor of the schools established for the Jews 
by the synagogue of Strasbourg. His life 
and teaching aroused suspicion; his con- 
fession of faith brought about a rupture 
with his family—a feeling which was fur- 
ther embittered when the fervent cz:vert 
was ordained priest on December 18, 1830. 


For some years his life, as a member of 
the society of the “Priests of Saint Louis,” 
was devoted to the work of teacher in the 


Little Seminary, while, at the same time, 
he acted as curate at the Cathedral of 
Strasbourg, and there taught a catechism 
class, in which he was unknowingly prepar- 
ing several of his future co-labourers, the 
first Mothers of Sion. In 1840 the Abbe 
Desgenettes asked his assistance in the 
work of the Archconfraternity of Our Lady 
of Victories, founded in Paris for the con- 
version of sinners. As sub-director, Theo- 
dore often recommended his family to the 
prayers of the associates. One day his 
friend, Abbe Goschler, also a converted 
Jew, said to him: “For so many years I 
have prayed to the Blessed Virgin for my 
family! I have obtained nothing, and I 
have given up hope.” “I have been pray- 
ing for almost twenty years,” answered 
Theodore; “I have obtained nothing; that 
is why I still hope.” Such heroic faith was 
to have a marvellous recompense! 
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Conversion of Alphonse Ratisbonne 


Probably, of all the members of Theo- 
dore’s family, none felt such an inveterate 
hatred of him, such an _ unconquerable 
aversion, as his youngest brother, 
Alphonse, born May 1, 1814, the tenth and 
last child of the patriarchal family. Char- 
acter cold and positive, naturally inclined 
to mockery and sarcasm, interested in his- 
tory and in the uplifting of his fellow- 
Jews, though professing to be himself 
without any religion, thinking that the pur- 
pose of life was enjoyment, yet, through a 
natural sense of personal dignity, avoiding 
the pitfalls which so often wreck virtue, 
Alphonse could not forgive his brother for 
the disgrace his conversion had brought 
upon the family, and the outrage inflicted 
on their feelings by his exercise of his 
priestly ministry in the city of his birth. 


In November, 1841, at the age of twenty- 
seven, Alphonse Ratisbonne undertook a 
voyage of pleasure, intending to pass the 
winter in the Orient, and, on his return 
in the spring, to celebrate his marriage 
with a dearly-loved niece. Rome was not 
in his itinerary; still, by God’s providence, 
the sixth of January, 1842, found him in 
the Eternal City. Our Lady of Victories 
was preparing the answer to the fervent 
prayers that for more than a year had 
been offered to her for the conversion of 
this erring son of Israel. Alphonse, against 
his will, yielding to the solicitation of Baron 
de Bussierre, an earnest Christian whom 
he himself scarcely knew, was led to wear 
around his neck a miraculous medal and 
to recite the “Memorare.” Many in Rome 
were praying for him, repeating for him 
Saint Bernard’s prayer to Our Lady. On 
the twentieth of January, about noon, M. 
de Bussierre, driving through the Place 
d’Espagne, perceived Alphonse and invited 
him to enter his carriage. They stopped 
at the church of St. Andre delle Fraite, 
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which Alphonse entered, that he might 
pass in examining it the few moments 
necessary for M. de Bussierre’s business 
with the priests in charge. This church is 
poor and inartistic. Alphonse was looking 
about in a careless and indifferent manner, 
when suddenly the whole building seemed 
veiled in darkness, all the light being con- 
centrated in one chapel. Raising his eyes, 
he beheld in the midst of a glorious efful- 
gence of light our Blessed Mother, as she 
is represented on the miraculous medal, her 
countenance beaming with majesty and 
sweetness. He advanced towards her. With 
the right hand, she made him a sign to 
kneel. Not a word did she say, yet in that 
one glance he had understood everything. 
Now he knew the horror of the state of 
his soul, the deformity of sin, the truth of 
the Catholic Church, and Mary’s immense 
mercy. His one longing was for baptism. 
This, with the name Marie, was conferred 
on him on the thirty-first day of January 
by Cardinal Patrizi, vicar of his Holiness 
Pope Gregory XVI., in the Church of the 
Gesu, in presence of an immense concourse 
of the faithful. On the same day he was 
confirmed and received Holy Communion 
for the first time. 


The news of this wonderful conversion 
produced a sensation throughout the world. 
For the glory of God and His Blessed 
Mother, and for the honour of religion, the 
Pope ordered an _ official investigation, 
After four months of serious examination. 
study. and prayer, the authenticity of the 
miracle was fully recognised, and a sol- 
emnity lasting three days established in the 
Church of St. Andre delle Fratte to cele- 
brate this miracle yearly, with incompar- 
able magnificence, and thank God for His 
mercies, bestowed through Mary. 


We can more easily imagine than de- 
scribe the joy of Theodore, when the news 
of this conversion reached him, and the 
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enthusiasm of the congregation when, on 
the following Sunday, after relating in his 
discourse the details of this signal proof 
of Mary’s goodness and power, he added, 
“This convert is my brother.” 


The Congregation of Notre Dame de Sion 


In the beginning of March the brothers 
were together, both eager to win their 
brethren, the Jews, to the faith which they 
had embraced. This special vocation, long 
secretly cherished by Father Theodore, was 
one of the inspirations received from Mary 
by the heart of Marie Alphonse. His family 
and fiancee having turned their back upon 
him, he was free to consecrate his life 
to God’s service. He entered the novitiate 
of the Jesuits at Toulouse, and in this holy 
retreat was prepared by God for the mis- 
sion given him of working for the salva- 
tion of his people. In the meantime, Father 
Theodore, in a private interview with Pope 
Gregory XVI., received with a _ special 
blessing the charge of labouring for the 
salvation of his brethren, the Jews. Marie 
Alphonse had urged his brother to devote 
himself to them, and had advised him to 
begin by assembling a few Jewish children, 
who, with their parents’ consent, should 
receive baptism and a Christian education. 
Was this God’s will? Kneeling before a 
statue of Our Lady, Father Theodore 
begged for a sign—he asked that before 
putting his hand to the work a Jewish 
child should be presented to him, and that 
he might baptize it with the parents’ con- 
sent. Twelve hours had not elapsed before 
the sign was given. A dying Jewess, visited 
_by the Sisters of Charity, asked for bap- 
tism, and, with their father’s consent, con- 
fided her two young daughters to Father 
Theodore, to be educated as Christians. 

These two children, placed by him tem- 
porarily in the orphanage called “La Provi- 
dence,” of which he was chaplain, formed 
the nucleus of the catechumenate, organ- 
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ised in September, 1843, under the direc- 
tion of Mme. Stouhlen and Mlle. Louise 
Weywada. These ladies had been under 
the guidance of Father Theodore at Stras- 
bourg; now they were called to become the 
foundation-stones of the new work for the 
Jews, and, eventually, the first Mothers of 
the Congregation of N. D. de Sion. How 
little any of the actors in these scenes 
dreamed that this little mustard-seed of 
kindness towards a few little Jewish 
maidens was, in the plan of God, to develop 
into the world-wide work of Sion for the 
conversion of the Jews! 

The first years were marked by poverty, 
toil, and opposition; yet consolations were 
not wanting. Conversions were numerous 
among adults, and the number of children 
in the catechumenate increased steadily. 
These were of all ages, many not knowing 
how to read or write. Much had to be 
done to fill up the gaps in their education 
and to raise their ideal above the things 
of sense. The Christian life was carefully 
developed by instruction, by short prayers 
made in common, by the frequent reception 
of the Sacraments, and by the example of 
self-sacrifice in the life of their instructors. 
In 1845 the number of neophytes had 
almost doubled; a larger house had become 
necessary. Meanwhile, community-life 
gradually developed among the ladies in 
charge; a uniform was adopted, confer- 
ences on the religious life were given, and, 
finally, on September 8, 1848, Mme. Stouh- 
len and her companions had the happiness 
of pronouncing their vows, and the Con- 
gregation of Notre Dame de Sion had come 
into existence. 

Father Marie Alphonse Joins- His 
Brother 


A few days later, September 23, Marie 
Alphonse, having finished his theological 
studies at Laval, was ordained priest in 
the Society of Jesus. Father Theodore re- 
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ceived his first blessing, and was present 
at his first Mass. As a Jesuit missionary, 
Father Marie Alphonse preached in dif- 
ferent parts of France, but his aspirations 
always tended towards the work for the 
Jews. He preached a retreat at Notre Dame 
de Sion in 1849. During his residence at 
the Rue de Sevres, in 1851 and 1852, he 
took part to a certain extent in the direc- 
tion of the catechumenate; often he took 
his brother’s place when, as frequently 
happened, Father Theodore was engaged in 
preaching outside of Paris. To Father 
Marie Alphonse was due the suggestion, 
later approved by Rome, that the prayer, 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do,” be sung by the religious 
and their pupils three times after the Ele- 
vation at Mass. In short, the attraction of 
this vocation, received with the Faith at 
the feet of Mary, became so irresistible 
that Father Theodore had recourse to the 
advice of the Sovereign Pontiff, Pius IX. 
Rev. Father Roothan, General of the So- 
ciety of Jesus, recognised the call of God. 
Father Theodore wrote to a friend in De- 
cember, 1852: “Thanks to God, thanks to 
the General of the Jesuits, who has no 
other desire than the greater glory of God, 
my brother has become my colleague, my 
co-operator, my socius. The judgments of 
the world are of no consequence. Those 
who loudly criticised Father Marie for en- 
tering the Society, to-day loudly criticise 
him for leaving it. But the good God knows 
why He made him enter it and why He 
made him leave it, and that suffices... .” 
Father Marie’s words were: “Never would 
I have had the courage to leave the Society 
of Jesus had I not loved Sion so intensely.” 

The Fathers of Notre Dame de Sion 

The union of the two brothers was de- 
signed by Divine Providence for the fur- 
therance of the work for the conversion 
of the Jews, work the inspiration of which 


8 The Australian Catholic Truth Society Record. 
April 10, 1943. (No. 283.) 


came from Mary through Father Marie 
Alphonse—work of which Father Theodore, 
as founder and legislator, was Mary’s in- 
strument. A catechumenate for boys was 
founded in Paris; and, in the midst of many 
trials and disappointments, a group of 
zealous priests was formed into the Society 
of the Fathers of Sion. This Society seeks 
to win the sympathetic attention of sincere 
Israelites by the exercise of charity and 
the manifestation of a deep interest in 
their welfare; it prepares subjects for this 
apostolate, and is at the head of a vast 
movement of prayer to call down Gud’s 
mercy on His people of old. It cherishes 
the hope of becoming, as it develops, more 
and more helpful to converts, and of estab- 
lishing institutions of education and per- 
severance. 

To the engrossing cares attendant on 
the foundation of the two Congregations of 
N. D. de Sion were added for Father Theo- 
dore the labours of an active missionary 
life, carried on in the pulpit, the confes- 
sional, and through an immense correspon- 
dence. 

New Undertakings—The “Christian 
Mothers” 


In the meantime, the catechumenate had 
grown in spite of much annoyance and 
persecution, and had moved to larger pre- 
mises, Rue du Regard. The number of neo- 
phytes then residing in the home of the 
community was more than thirty. The cate- 
chumens from outside numbered eighty. 
While these spiritual favours encouraged 
the workers, temporal difficulties began to 
weigh heavily on them. It was discovered, 
two years after the removal to the Rue 
du Regard, that the notary, to whom 
Father Theodore with blind confidence had 
entrusted the funds to pay for the pro- 
perty without even taking a receipt, had 
kept the whole amount and not paid 
the owners. The ruin was complete. Father 
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Theodore disclosed the situation to Mme. 
Stouhlen and her companions. All declared 
that they would endure the most rigorous 
poverty rather than give up the work. 
Generous alms enabled them to meet the 
most pressing debts, still the material bur- 
den remained crushing. The community 
trained itself for the future sacrifices of the 
apostolate by accepting courageously a 
poor and mortified life; no labour or sacri- 
fice was too great. Notwithstanding the 
narrowness of their abode, they had begun 
to receive a few boarders, to whom they 
gave a uniform and time-table different 
from those of the neophytes. “Our work 
will develop only under cever of another 
work,” wrote Father Theodore in 1851. 


This gradually became more evident. 
After ten years of existence, the Commu- 
nity reached a new phase of development, 
during which, while still continuing the 
apostolate of Israel, it began to devote 
itself in a large measure to teaching and 
education. The pupils of the boarding- 
school became so numerous that another 
change of residence was imperative. On 
August 6, 1854, all the little family of Sion 
surrounded for the last time the altar of 
the dearly-loved sanctuary in the Rue du 
Regard, where more than two hundred 
Israelites had received baptism, and where 
twenty-two Protestants had abjured the 
errors of heresy. The newly-acquired pro- 
perty, Rue Notre Dame des Champs, was 
large enough to permit growth and exten- 
sion. There the Mother-House of the Con- 
gregation still remains, with the novitiate 
and a large boarding-school adjoining it. 
In 1863 the Congregation received the sol- 
emn approbation of the Holy See, and in 
1874 the final confirmation of its Rule. 


Father Theodore knew well the necessity 
of grace obtained by prayer for the accom- 
plishment of any good work—above all, 
for the conversion of a soul. In the Rule 
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of. the Congregation he mude provision for 
a contemplative branch, in which, when 
the time was ripe for it, souls with a 
special call to prayer and penance should 
devote themselves exclusively to the prim- 
ary object of all his labours—intercession 
and reparation for Israel. In 1925 this 
work was begun under the protection of 
Our Lady on the hill of Fourviere. This 
protection did not fail when, in November, 
1930, a disastrous landslide brought death 
and ruin to that part of the city of Lyon. 
The Sisters suffered no harm, but, as their 
little convent was almost on the edge of 
the chasm thus formed, they were obliged 
to evacuate and eventually abandon it. 
They took refuge at Grandbourg in the 
“Solitude,” a villa detached from the main 
building and hallowed by the memory of 
Father Theodore, who lived there whenever 
his multifarious occupations allowed him 
a few days of rest, especially in the last 
years of his life. There, almost in the 
shadow of his tomb, the Contemplative 
Branch of Notre Dame de Sion continues 
his work by prayer and sacrifice. 


In 1850 Father Theodore, while preach- 
ing a novena at Boulogne-sur-Mer, met 
Madame Louise Josson de Bilhem who was 
desirous of forming a union of mothers to 
pray together for the salvation of their 
children. Encouraged and guided by Father 
Theodore, blessed with spiritual favours by 
the Holy See, this little association, first 
established in the diocese of Cambrai, grew 
so rapidly that soon it had nearly four 
hundred affiliations. Pius IX. erected it 
into an Archconfraternity and placed it 
under the direction of the Superior of the 
Fathers of Sion in Paris. Father Theodore 
drew up its rules and constitutions, and in 
1859 published “The Manual of Christian 
Mothers,” a book destined to nourish their 
piety and guide them in their duties. For 
more than twenty years, the zealous 
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Father was their devoted preacher at the 
monthly meetings in the chapel of the 
Mother-House. “How well he understands 
the heart of a mother!” exclaimed those who 
heard him. 


Father Marie Alphonse and the 
“Ecce Homo” 


In the eyes of Father Marie Alphonse, 
Jerusalem was the predestined place where 
Sion was to pitch its tent. “Our work will 
not be complete,” he said, “until there are 
Daughters of Sion consecrated to weep and 
suffer with Jesus on Calvary for the re- 
demption of Israel.” Inspired hy this de- 
sire, he arrived in Jerusalem, poor as Job, 
on September 12, 1855, his bag with the 
twenty-five hundred francs it contained hav- 
ing been lost in the harbour of Jaffa. Mer. 
Valerga, the Patriarch, generously offered 
him hospitality in his residence, and a 
month later gave him permission to estab- 
lish a convent of Sion in Jerusalem. A 
little Arab hovel was soon prepared, not 
far from the bazaars near the gate of 
Damascus, in a quarter where only ruins 
piled upon ruins were to be seen. There 
the first religious were welcomed by Father 
Marie on May 6, 1856, and there they dwelt 
for seven years—seven years of tribulation 
which doubtless did much for the work of 
expiation and regeneration to which they 
were consecrated. The Sisters dwelt in 
the midst of a very poor population, and 
did among them a work of charity in the 
education of their children, while depending. 
themselves on the alms of charity. Father 
Marie continually prayed Our Lord to show 
him the place chosen in the divine plan for 
the work of reparation. The answer came 
one day when he was visiting the ruins of 
the tribunal of Pontius Pilate. “I have 
never forgotten,” said he, “what I felt be- 
fore these ruins where Jesus was condemned 
to death. No other station, excepting Cal- 
varv and the Holy Sepulchre, has so deeply 
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affected me. But alas! my God! in what a 
state of profanation did I see this place, 
forever sacred. It was a shapeless mass of 
broken-down arches, encumbered vaults, 
unrecognisable constructions, old cisterns 
filled with filth. The dogs had chosen this 
place as headquarters, and scarcely let me 
kneel to pray. During this prayer I seemed 
to hear the terrible imprecation that once 
resounded here: ‘His blood be upon us and 
upon our children!’ I seemed to see Our 
Lord covered with blood and crowned with 
thorns—yet, despite such anguish and suf- 
fering, with mercy shining in His eyes and 
divine forgiveness overflowing from His 
Heart. And I, a descendant of those who 
had called down malediction upon their 
children, what was I but the most unworthy 
object of our Saviour’s infinite and incom- 
prehensible goodness! 


“No more doubt henceforth! The work 
of expiation must be done on the spot 
where Pilate, showing the Jews Him Whose 
death they demanded, said to them with 
solemnity: ‘Behold your King!’—on the 
spot where the cause of the Divine Vic- 
tim’s condemnation was fastened to the 
cross from which it is inseparable: Jesus 
of Nazareth, King of the Jews. Here, on 
the Sorrowful Way, Jesus Christ shall again 
meet the Daughters of Sion, and say to 
them: Weep for the children of Israel. 
Here must rise the sanctuary of expiation, 
where the Blood of Jesus Christ shall flow 
again, no longer for reprobation and loss, 
but for grace and salvation.” 


Then and there Father Marie promised 
God that he would take no rest until he 
had accomplished what he had just con- 
ceived by a heavenly inspiration; when 
he arose from his knees, though he pos- 
sessed nothing, he felt capable of overcom- 
ing all obstacles. 

‘These were to appear in great numbers; 
first of all, tharrks to Oriental intrigue, the 
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price for the purchase of the precious loea- 
tion, which belonged to two brothers, 
Mohammedans, rose from seventeen thou- 
sand to thirty thousand, then to seventy 
thousand francs. Father Marie, who had 
to go about the world begging for the 
needed amount, knew then and often after- 
wards all the ups and downs in store for 
whoever becomes the champion of a holy 
cause and extends a begging hand in its 
behalf. On November 24, 1857, the ruins 
of the Pretorium became the property of 
the Congregation of Notre Dame de Sion. 
Soon, buried under a mountain of rub- 
bish and consequently preserved intact, the 
workmen discovered the little lateral arch 
forming part of the triumphal arch or 
entrance of honour into the fortress An- 
tonia and the palace of Pontius Pilate. 
This sacred spot, to which the Church has 
attached a plenary indulgence, marks the 
beginning of the Way of the Cross. 


On January 20, 1858, at four o’clock in 
the morning, Father Marie, accompanied by 
eight Sisters of Notre Dame de Sion, took 
possession, as it were, of the sacred land 
of the Ecce Homo, by celebrating the Holy 
Sacrifice on this lately-discovered arch. “It 
seemed to us,” he relates, “that we had re- 
turned to the time of the catacombs in 
Rome. After the Consecration, the ‘Pater 
dimitte illis’ was sung very softly, through 
fear of the Jews.” 


Though mueh had been done, we may 
say that everything remained to be done. 
The debris accumulated on the ground of 
the Ecce Homo was in places more than 
forty-five feet deep. This had to be cleared 
away before the convent could be erected. 
In 1864 the work of building the sanctuary 
was begun, and continued without a break 
until its erection into a minor basilica in 
1904. “I wish it to be splendid,” said 
Father Marie. “Our Redeemer must. be 
royally and magnificently honoured in the 
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place where He was stripped with such 
indignity and treated with such cruelty 
for our sake.” 


The Sanctuary of the Ecce Homo 


Sion possesses in the interior of this 
sanctuary. not only one of the two lateral 
arches but also a noteworthy part of the 
central arch, and consequently a part of 
the Sorrowful Way. “Perhaps,” said Father 
Marie, “it is a presumptuous sentiment 
which makes us believe that the lateral 
arch, so wonderfully preserved from the 
general ruin, is the one which served as 
pedestal to the King of the Jews; and this,- 
because divine mercy had reserved its 
ownership for the Daughters of Sion, in 
view of the expiatory work that they are 
called to perform.” 

The altar of the Ecce Homo, formed en- 
tirely of the precious flagstones of the 
Lithostrotos (paved court), is placed just 
in front of the lateral arch. Less than 
three feet behind the altar, this sacred 
arch, which has remained standing for nine- 
teen centuries, forms the pedestal for the 
Man of Sorrows. Over the arch, which 
itself rises almost fourteen feet above the 
floor of the sanctuary, a hemicycle sixteen 
feet deep has been constructed. This is 
ornamented with priceless marbles and cov- 
ered with mosaic, on which groundwork 
stand out the words of the Roman pro- 
curator: Ecce Rex vester. In the centre 
stands a majestic statue of the' Ecce Homo, 
with two angels, one in the attitude of 
ardent prayer symbolising the Church; the 
other—the angel of Israel with head bent 
under the weight of repentance—typifying 
the mission of Notre Dame de Sion. At the 
feet of the Ecce Homo is a royal diadem, 
in which the offerings of the great Pon- 
tiff, Leo XIII., of many sovereigns, and of 
the faithful throughout the world are 
united in one great act of homage. 

Here every year thousands of pilgrims 
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kneel before the sacred arch; they also visit 
a part of the Lithostrotos, consisting of 
large flagstones, evidently existing at the 
time of Our Saviour’s Passion, which has 
recently been uncovered in a perfect state 
of preservation in the basement of the 
convent. Across these stones the Saviour, 
in all probability, walked, as, laden with 
His cross, He began His dolorous Way to 
Calvary. 
Other Labours in the Holy Land 


In the shadow of this basilica Father 
Marie established several good works—a 
boarding-school, a catechumenate, an 
orphanage, a school for Mohammedan 
girls; here are assembled about a hundred 
and ‘fifty children of different races and 
religions, who are either strengthened in 
the true faith, or protected from the dan- 
gers to which childhood is exposed in the 
Orient, and armed for the hard life of com- 
bat which awaits them. 

From his arrival in the Holy Land in 
1855 until his happy death in 1884, Father 
Marie devoted all his efforts to labours for 
the land of his ancestors, absenting him- 
self only for occasional begging-tours in 
Europe. In 1868 he began at Ain-Karim, 
between four and five miles south of the 
Holy City, the building of an orphanage 
especially destined to receive the children 
whose parents had been massacred in the 
Liban by the Druses, in hatred of their re- 
ligion. To this he gave the name, “St. 
John in Montana,” because it is situated 
in the mountainous region where St. John 
the Baptist was born and the first “Mag- 
nificat” was sung. 

The youth of the Holy Land could not 
be forgotten. For them, in 1874, Father 
Marie opened the orphanage of Saint Pierre 
de Sion in Jerusalem, a trade school for 
boys. This grew so rapidly that soon he 
had to seek a place suitable for an estab- 
lishment which might meet all needs for 
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many years. This he found in 1876, a short 
distance west of the city. Here he erected 
a large trade school under the former desig- 
nation, St. Pierre de Sion, for orphan Arabs, 
and for Jews whom he received with 
special love and favour. In the course of 
years the neighbourhood has been built up 
to form what is now the populous Ratis- 
bonne Quarter of Jerusalem, so named by 
the English. 


The erection of these  institutions— 
especially of the sanctuary of the Ecce 
Homo—and their maintenance, the support 
of their inmates, that is to say, of about 
four hundred persons, required a continu- 
ous supply of funds which could be ob- 
tained only from charitable gifts and dona- 
tions. This need led to the exceptionally 
laborious and crucified life of Father Marie; 
this cost him unheard-of trouble, number- 
less begging letters, countless fatigues, 
maladies which more than once brought 
him to death’s door, and five or six jour- 
neys throughout a great part of Europe— 
Spain, Italy, Austria, Germany, Belgium, 
France and England. Sometimes he was 
cordially received and made friends for his 
work; sometimes his labours appeared 
fruitless, his efforts sterile. Calumnies and 
humiliations were often his lot, so that he 
longed for rest. “What will be your ad- 
dress?”’ he was once asked as he set out. 
“On the railroad,” he answered gravely. 
The poor in Jerusalem, who constantly 
sought his aid, believed that he “put his 
hand into barrels of gold, with which bar- 
rels his cellars were filled.” It was the 
gold of charity which sustained all his 
works. “I do not know how I manage to 
meet expenses,” he said; “I have never 
caleulated—the Blessed Virgin provides 
for all.” 

Later Days 


It is not surprising that, after leading 
for long years what he called his “sad life 
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of a beggar,’ Father Marie felt himself 
oppressed by almost insurmountable weak- 
ness. “The day lowers,” wrote he to a 
Franciscan nun, whose devotedness to his 
mission in the Holy Land had been con- 
stant; “I have just celebrated the fortieth 
anniversary of my January the twentieth. 
Do you think these forty years count for 
nothing in my existence? ‘They have been 
more laborious than those of my ancestors, 
wandering here and there before entering 
the Promised Land. I am at the end of 
my forty years’ wandering, and now, in 
my turn, I claim the entry to the true Sion, 
the eternal Fatherland. Pray that I may 
not have to wait too long at the gates of 
Paradise.” 


Father Theodore Visits the Holy Land 


In 1858, Father Theodore had the happi- 
ness of beholding in the Holy Land the 
first fruits of his brother’s labours, and of 
saying Mass in the tiny oratory, where the 
Religious of Siov, surrounded by their little 
Arab and Jewish pupils, were assembled. 
“The heart of tman is unable to endure too 
deep emotions,” he wrote, “nor is the 
tongue able to express them.” These emo- 
tions, which his faith rendered intense, un- 
fitted him for several days to visit any 
sanctuary. His joy and gratitude were un- 
bounded at the thought that what remained 
of the Pretorium had become the property 
of the Daughters of Sion, though, at the 
time of this visit, the ruins were not yet 
habitable. “TI love Jerusalem,” he_ said, 
“and, if God allowed me to walk in the 
path of consolations, it is there I would 
wish to die.” 

His work, however, lay in other fields. 
Establishments of the Sisters were formed 
in Turkey, England, Roumania, and Costa 
Rica, as well as in Smyrna, Ramleh, and 
Tunis, during the venerable Father’s life- 
time. Many of these he visited, guiding 
and encouraging all. At the same time, he 
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organised the Community so that it would 
be self-governing, completed the Consti- 
tutions, obtained their approbation, and 
elaborated the Directory, or daily guide for 
the religious life of the Congregation. He 
also wrote a book of Meditations for his 
spiritual Daughters, gave them retreats, 
and in every possible way prepared them 
so that he might be able to say of his work, 
when called to his reward: It is consum- 
mated. 
Trials of Father Theodore 


What shall we say of his apparently 
sterile efforts, of the crucifying deceptions 
he encountered in the institution and for- 
mation of the Fathers who should share his 
mission? In this labour he spent thirty 
years, during which his troubles never less- 
ened his courage, his failures never dimin- 
ished his patriarchal faith. More than once 
his associates abandoned him, believing 
the future insecure, and excusing them- 
selves as did the guests in the Gospel 
parable. Father Theodore was afflicted, 
but not discouraged. “I have accepted the 
will of God, without understanding it,” he 
said; “in all things I wish only this Divine 
Will; my hopes are greater than ever.” He 
was convinced that the Priests of Notre 
Dame de Sion would become numerous, as 
the time approached for the general con- 
version of the Jews; his hopes are being 
realised. 

Other trials came to purify his zeal and 
test his virtue in the crucible of suffering 
and humiliation. More than once the Jew- 
ish press endeavoured to cast a stigma upon 
his apostolate, speaking of him as a “vam- 
pire eager to multiply conversions so that 
his own might be overlooked.” What a 
glorious testimony! Twice he was sum- 
moned. before the Courts—scourged, yet 
proven innocent, like his Divine Master. 
Like Him also, he knew the agonies of 
Gethsemane. After fifty years in the priest- 
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hood, he passed during long months through 
those painful hours which are earth’s pur- 
gatory, and in which, according to St. 
Teresa, the soul, in the excess of its dis- 
tress and loneliness, asks, “Where now is 
God?” Father Theodore’s only fear was 
that he might be wanting in confidence, 
and thus fail in what he so earnestly re- 
commended to others. He had recourse to 
Mary, the dispenser of all graces. “This 
divine Mother has pity on our weakness, 
our frailty, on the feebleness of our poor 
nature. She certainly will not deprive us 
of contact with the cross, but she is with 
her children when they suffer; she softens 
their pain and sustains their confidence. 
Like the Church, she casts a ‘Laetare’ over 
the austere days of penance.” At last, 
Father Theodore could sing the hymn of 
deliverance: “Our Lord did not mean to 
abandon me in this dark tunnel; He sus- 
tained me by increasing my patience and 
my confidence. I turned towards the lov- 
ing Heart of Jesus, and in His Heart I 
recovered mine.” 


Last Days and Death of Father Theodore 


Father Theodore, always docile to the in- 
dications of Divine Providence, had become, 
as it were, in spite of himself, the founder 
of two religious Congregations; under his 
direction the little band of Christian 
Mothers had developed into a great Arch- 
confraternity, which has continued to spread 
until to-day it numbers two million -asso- 
ciliates. Member of the Committee on 
Oriental Schools and of the Archbishop’s 
educational council, he refused no request 
for aid or guidance. To his surprise, an 
unsought honour, the title and privileges of 
apostolic prothonotary, was bestowed on 
him by: Pope Leo XIII. The joy of the 
golden jubilee of his priesthood in 1881 
was clouded because, in the preceding No- 
vember, the Fathers of Sion had been ex- 
pelled from their residence, according to 
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the iniquitous decrees of March, 1880. 
Obliged to leave the dwelling which had 
been his home for twenty-nine years, 
Father Theodore took up his residence in 
a modest apartment near the Mother- 
House. It is there that he passed gently 
from death to Life, January 10, 1884. 


Three words characterise his last days 
and last moments: an angelical calm, a 
marvellous simplicity, a supreme solicitude 
for those confided to him. After receiving 
the Last Sacraments, January 5, 1884, with 
a presence of mind and a serenity made 
yet more striking by the majesty of his 
beautiful and venerable countenance, he 
said: “I ask the same grace for all my 
children.” Soon after, raising his voice, he 
pronounced these words: “Non moriar, sed 
vivam!” “TI shall not die, I shall live.” He 
was pleased when his assistant, placing a 
little picture of the Blessed Virgin on his 
head, repeated the words of the Divine 
Office: “Nos cum prole pia benedicat Virgo 
Maria.” “May the Virgin Mary with her 
Divine Child bless us.” Often he uttered 
Our Lord’s last words: “Into Thy hands, O 
Lord, I commend my spirit.” Someone 
having asked him if he suffered much, he 
made an affirmative sign, pointing to his 
breast, and added: “But always lovingly 
as God wills.” (“Mais toujours Fiat avec 
amour.’’) 


On Thursday, January 10, towards three 
in the afternoon, while the last prayers 
were being slowly recited, the faithful ser- 
vant, his eyes fixed upon his missionary- 
cross, passed quietly to God. It was a 
transfiguration rather than a death; a heav- 
enly expression spread over his features, 
giving them such an impress of happiness 
that those who surrounded him forgot their 

ief for a moment. As his body was 

eing placed in the coffin, the room was 
unexpectedly filled with little children, who 
came, no one knew whence, to pray by the 
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side of the good Father. Was it not just 
that these dear innocents, so loved by him 
during life, should be the last to gaze upon 
his face? 


Father Theodore’s Tomb 

In the little cemetery of the convent at 
Grand-Bourg, where thirty years before he 
had marked his place, the venerable 
Father, reposing as a patriarch in the midst 
of his family, awaits the glory of the resur- 
rection. On the rock of the Calvary which 
surmounts his tombstone, at the feet of 
the Mother of Sorrows, are engraved the 
words: “Pater dimitte illis.” (‘“Father, 
forgive them.”) On the side first seen 
when approaching the monument are the 
arms of Sion engraved on the stone, and, 
beneath the text which recalls the Foun- 
der’s mission and that of his children: “Ite 
potius ad oves quae perierunt domus 
Israel.” “Go first to the perishing sheep 
of the house of Israel.” Lower down is 
the simple inscription: 


Our Good Father 
1802-1884 

and still lower the text of St. Paul, which 
contains in substance the whole spirit of 
Sion: “Above all, these things have charity, 
which is the bond of perfection.” “Super 
omnia caritatem habete, quod est vinculum 
perfectionis.” (Coloss. iii., 14.) 


Virtues of Father Theodore 

What admirable traits one might add to 
the moral features of God’s servant as we 
have endeavoured to portray him! Father 
Theodore was a man of such wonderful 
faith that he seemed to enjoy the eternal 
serenity of God. He saw God everywhere, 
loved Him everywhere; he read His Name 
in the heavens and adored His infinite 
beauty in the loveliness of nature, the 
variety of the flowers, the songs of the 
birds. He never passed a vineyard without 
commenting on the Gospel text: “I am the 
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Vine, you are the branches.” “Ego sum 
vitis, vos palmites.” It was to the Holy 
Scriptures, and particularly to the New 
Testament, that he most readily turned to 
seek food for his mind and heart. As God 
was manifest to him in all human events, 
he could say, “I never fear; I adore and 
hope.” 


Based on this simple and solid faith, his 
confidence was immovable. He was never 
seen either overjoyed or discouraged, not 
even during the fateful days of 1870, when 
bombs fell upon the Mother-House, and 
he himself was fired upon from a neigh- 
bouring building and was eagerly sought 
as a hostage by the delegates of the Com- 
mune. “Benedicam Dominum in omne tem- 
pore’—“T shall bless the Lord at all times” 
—he repeated in each new trial, and, sus- 
tained by this confidence, his courage never 
failed. When about to ascend the Steps 
of the altar, after having been expelled 
from his residence in 1880, he turned to- 
ward the faithful assembled to assist at 
Holy Mass, and said: “It is a Mass of 
thanksgiving that I am going to offer. Let 
us thank the Blessed Virgin, who has ob- 
tained for us the honour of being perse- 
cuted and the consolation of celebrating 
the Holy Sacrifice here once more.” 


His love for God was -the mainspring of 
his words and actions. “God made our 
hearts so insatiable in order that we might 
love Him, and make others love Him Who 
is Love itself.” Fraternal charity was the 
distinguishing trait he wished to see in all 
his spiritual children. “It must be prac- 
tised amongst us to a heroic degree,” he 
declared with austere energy. “You must 
overcome self, conquer self; you must bear 
with one another, love one another. I would 
rather see the last trace of this new-born 
family effaced than see it shorn of heavenly 
charity: for if charity ceased to rein hare 
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as a queen, this would no longer be the 
family of Notre Dame de Sion.” 

He himself practised this virtue to a high 
degree. One day he was visited by a 
writer in the pay of a paper which had un- 
sparingly calumniated him. The man was 
no longer aggressive; he was_suppliant. 
“Sir,” he said to the priest, “I have writ- 
ten a great deal against you, as you know. 
Nevertheless, it is to you that I venture 
to appeal; I have lost my situation, I have 
children, I am in distress. I implore you 
not to refuse me aid.” Father Theodore 
had just received an offering for some work 
of charity, the choice of which was left 
to him. Without a word, he at once placed 
the entire sum in the hands of the: dis- 
tressed father, who was dumbfounded at 
a generosity which, without any allusion to 
the past, saw in his present misfortunes 
only a reason for kindness. 


Father Theodore, the son of a rich banker, 
sometimes experienced the hardships of 
real poverty, and gained his daily bread 
by labours often beyond his strength. “My 
earthly goods,” he explained, “were divided 
into four parts: the first was kept back 
from me by my father; the second, refused 
me by my uncle; the third, taken from me 
by a lawyer; the fourth, I myself distributed 
to the poor.” 


His devotion to Mary was filial and 
boundless. How often he preached on her 
prerogatives, her virtues, her mercy! The 
mystery of her Immaculate Conception was 
dear above all others to his piety. In the 
early years of his priesthood he devoted 
his leisure moments to writing a life of one 
of her most devoted servants, St. Bernard. 
This “Life of Saint Bernard” is so care- 
fully composed, it shows so much careful 
research of all available records, it pre- 
sents so faithfully the historical and re- 
ligious background of the twelfth century, 
that it is now considered authoritative. 
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After the first approbation of his Con- 
gregation by the Holy See in 1863, Father 
Theodore thus expressed his sentiments of 
faith and tenderness towards Our Lady and 
his sense of the maternal protection with 
which the Queen of Sion had encompassed 
him: “The Blessed Virgin beran the work, 
she continued it, she has now completed 
it. Mary has shown her presence every- 
where and in all things—at Rome more 
than anywhere else.” A witness worthy 
of credence attests that his soul was pure 
as that of a little child, and that beneath 
his venerable aspect and the weight of 
years he united to the prudence of a priest 
the candour of a child. Unconsciously he 
seems to have described himself in these 
beautiful words: “Our intentions and our 
actions, our desires and our thoughts, 
should always be guided by the light of 
our Heavenly Father’s will, so that, faith- 
ful to this holy practice to the last day 
of our life, we may be able to say with 
confidence at the moment of death: ‘I did 
always those things that were pleasing to 
my Father.’ ” 


Last IlIness and Death of 
Father Marie Alphonse 


The news of Father Theodore’s death, 
though not unexpected, was a heavy trial 
for Father Marie. Letters and telegrams 
demanded his presence in France, but at 
each attempt to embark, he met insur- 
mountable obstacles. “Pray leave poor 
Father Marie in his corner,” he repeated; 
“he never was good for anything, and now 
he is more incapable than ever. Besides, 
he is becoming blind, and asks only to be 
allowed to die in peace on the Sorrowful 
Way.” He added: “Soon the reason why 
God has prevented my departure will be 
evident.” 

Towards the end of April, less than four 
‘months after Father Theodore’s death, 
Father Marie went to St. John in Mon- 
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tana, that he might himself supervise the 
preparations for the procession held in this 
smiling oasis, in honour of the Blessed 
Virgin, on the eve of the Month of Mary. 
The next day symptoms of pneumonia ap- 
peared, and his condition was at once pro- 
nounced critical. “For many years,” he 
said, “I have asked to die at the same age 
as the Blessed Virgin. I have been laid low 
on the first of May, the seventieth anniver- 
sary of my birth; I have prayed to Our 
Lady that I might die and be buried here; 
all my wishes are granted.” Calm and 
smiling in the face of death, forgetting 
himself to think of others, Father Marie 
received the Last Sacraments with admir- 
able calm and simplicity; then, with the 
dignity with which he always performed 
any act of religion, he blessed his children. 
Asked if he had any recommendations to 
make, he answered: “No, God will take 
eare of all. Courage, ‘Sursum corda.’ On 
the twentieth of January there was first 
the Cross, then Mary; now it is the Cross 
with Mary, and soon... .” By a gesture 
he seemed to say “Heaven.” On hearing 
that four little Israelites had just been 
received at the “Institute of St. Pierre,” 
he exclaimed: “Thanks be to God! God is 
my witness that I offer my life for the 
salvation of the Jews!” 


Towards eight o’clock in the evening, a 
heavenly light beamed from the counten- 
ance of the dying priest; he opened his 
eyes, filled with life and happiness. ‘This 
ecstasy lasted three minutes. Then his eves 
closed; without struggle or effort, he had 
given up his beautiful soul to sts Creator. 


He seemed to be sleeping peacefully; there 
was no sign of death on his countenance, 
which appeared to be still illuminated by 
a supernatural reflection from the realms 
of glory. It was May 6, 1884. 
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The Tomb of Father Marie 

Father Marie had marked his place in 
the little cemetery at Saint John, and had 
blessed it in advance, for the thought of 
reposing in the crypt of the sanctuary of 
expiation alarmed his humility. In sight 
of the place where the ‘‘Magnificat” was 
uttered, he felt himself sheltered under 
the wings of mercy. Jerusalem, however, 
possesses his heart, which so loved it. His 
tomb is visited by pilgrims from many 
lands, and is guarded by the filial piety of 
the orphans. Its only ornament is the 
severe simplicity of its lines; a simple flag- 
stone, slightly raised above the level of 
the soil, bearing in relief the seal of Sion. 
“On my tomb,” the humble priest had pro- 
tested, “you will put only two words, 
‘Father Marie’ (‘Pere Marie’). The first 
will proclaim that I have been a sinner; the 
second will recall the mercy of the Blessed 
Virgin towards me. That says all, the 
good and the evil.” This desire has been 
respected, and to the name only the date, 
May 6, 1884, has been added. 


Virtues of Father Marie Alphonse 


The characteristic trait of Father Marie’s 
moral physiognomy was the spirit of faith 
which animated, sustained, and dominated, 
for close on forty years, this apostolic life 
so full of labours and trials. Thus he could 
say without fear of contradiction: “I may 
later on be accused of many misdeeds, but 
no one can ever call me a man of little 
faith.’ When, during his novitiate at 
Laval, Father Theodore reported to him 
the heavy loss they had incurred through 
the dishonesty of a notary, Father Marie 
took him to the Crib (it was the Christmas 
season), and, pointing to the straw on 
which the Divine Infant was lying, merely 
said: “Behold our treasure.” 

Faith inspired him with scrupulous deli- 
cacy in the handling of the alms he received; 
knowing that the mite of the poor formed 
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a great part of this money, he would use 
it only in a spirit of poverty—that is, ex- 
cluding all expenses not strictly necessary. 
He observed this rule so rigidly as to im- 
pose personal privations on himself, even 
in times of sickness. 


From his faith proceeded a sincere spirit 
of humility, of which touching proof is 
found in his vast correspondence. He pre- 
ferred the company of the poor to that of 
the great in this world. If, in the correc- 
tion of a fault or in the expression of his 
thought, his quick temper sometimes car- 
ried him beyond the bounds of perfect ex- 
terior charity, he never hesitated to humble 
himself at once. He would cast himself at 
the feet of a fellow-labourer, whom he had 
reprimanded with too great vivacity, and 
offer the most humble and _ generous 
apology. It was his custom to make a pro- 
found inclination when in the litanies of 
the Blessed Virgin the invocation, “Refu- 
gium peccatorum ora pro nobis,” was sung. 
He was willing that others should despise 
him as he despised himself. “Do you under- 
stand,” said he one day to a religious who 
possessed his full confidence, “do you under- 
stand why Mary appeared to me? Why she 
showed me the Congregation whose exis- 
tence she desired? Why she confided the 
intentions of Jesus to so unworthy a being 
as I am?” “Yes,” answered his inter- 
locutor, rising and ‘looking him full in the 
face; “yes, I understand why! She could 
appear only to you!” “And the reason?” 
inquired Father Marie. “The reason? If 
the Blessed Virgin had appeared to some 
one worthy and had chosen as instrument 
one who merited such a grace, she might 
have feared lest a part of the glory due 
to God be taken from Him in favour of 
this instrument. Because of your unwor- 
thiness she was certain that in choosing 
you she need fear nothing of the kind.” 
“Ah!” exclaimed Father Marie joyously: 
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“IT had not thought of that point of view; 
I shall not forget it!” 

Faith made him appreciate the sublime 
beauty of suffering, and excited in him an 
ardent desire to resemble more and more 
his Saviour crowned with thorns. The 
gaiety of his character and conversation 
might deceive those who knew him but 
little; those who knew him well testify that 
his secret attraction was for Jesus cruci- 
fied, abandoned, loaded with opprobrium. 
The painful journeys of Father Marie, the 
coutradictions and rebuffs inherent in his 
enterprises, provided him with an abundant 
harvest of humiliations and sufferings; he 
could speak of the Passion as one who had 
drunk deeply of the Saviour’s chalice. There 
he gained the courage with which he in- 
spired others, repeating with asSurance: 
“There is but one step from Calvary to 
Heaven.” 


Father Marie’s Devotion to Mary 


An ardent devotion to the Blessed Vir- 
gin filled his soul; her mere name moved 
him. This name, become his buckler, he 
had taken for himself, almost to the ex- 
clusion of any other. “The name Alphonse 
is not the name I received at baptism,” he 
said. “On January 31, 1842, I could take 
only one name, Mary. My feast, like that 
of Sion, is August 15.” When he spoke of 
his heavenly Mother, it was evident that 
he loved her so much that he could not 
find expression for his sentiments. He 
stumbled over his words, and his eyes, 
which thrice on January 20 he had been 
forced to lower before the brightness of 
the shining hands of the Immaculate Vir- 
gin, seemed again dazzled when he pro- 
claimed her praise. Hence was not silence, 
even though often impossible, the most elo- 
quent of all praises? Who can tell how 
Father Marie cherished the miraculous 
medal given him by M. de Bussierre? Once 
bp thought he had lIost his “dearest 
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treasure.” His anxiety and grief were ex- 
treme; he thought himself abandoned by 
the Virgin most merciful, and could not 
be consoled. His tears ceased only when 
it was found. Death alone could separate 
him from it; then the living reality forever 
took the place of the image. 

Mary was his consolation in all his sor- 
rows, his hope in all his trials. “Since 
1842,” he wrote, “I have never ceased to 
experience the intervention of Mary; she 
is the Hand of. God, not a hand that chas- 
tises, but a hand of mercy; thus I hope, 
even in the darkest days.” He reveals the 
secret of the fortitude of his soul in this 
admirable profession of faith: “I believe 
in the Resurrection, in the divine Mercy, 
in Mary’s love, in eterna] Life.” 


The God-given Mission of the 
Two Brothers 


Such was this converted Israelite in whom 
grace left his natural traits, but ennobled 
them in the crucible of labour, humility, 
and suffering. Faithful unto the end to the 
first grace of January 20, 1842, he shows, 
by his conversion and by his whole life, to 
the children of his people, the way to 
return to the true fold, the path of recon- 
ciliation and salvation; he repeats to his 
successors in his task the words of the Son 
of God in the Gospel: “Go first to the per- 
ishing sheep of the house of Israel!” 

The brothers, united in this life, and so 
soon re-united in the other, now watch 
over, we trust, the work which they had 
so much at heart—the conversion of the 
Jews. Their mission—that of Jesus Christ 
Himself in the days of His mortal life— 
realises a desire especially dear to the 
Heart of our Divine Saviour, Whose prayer 
on the cross was an appeal for pardon and 
mercy in behalf of His people. Notre Dame 
de Sion aims to hasten by prayer, sacrifice 
and toil the entrance of the people of 
Israel into the great Christian family. By 
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individual conversions, it prepares the gen- 
eral conversion, apparently improbable, but 
formally foretold by Saint Paul, the Jewish 
persecutor of the Christians, whom God 
transformed into the Apostle of the Na- 
tions. 

This apostolate, still unknown to many 
Christians, is rejected by others, diScour- 
aged by the magnitude of the task and the 
weakness of the means at hand to accom- 
plish it. Nevertheless, the Jewish people 
has miraculously preserved its identity 
throughout the ages only because the 
Saviour has in store for it a last great 
mercy; the time will come when the eyes 
of the Jews shall be opened and their con- 
version bring a new glory to the Church. 
Such is the teaching of the Apostles and 
of the Fathers. 

Come, then, to us, you who would answer 
the cry of the dying Saviour, you who are 
moved by the sight of so great a misfor- 
tune! To-day it is not merely individuals 
here and there who, touched by a special 
grace, pray for this people. The two Con- 
gregations, the Fathers and the Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Sion, raised up by God for 
this purpose, strive to recall to the fold 
of the one true Shepherd the wandering 
sheep of His flock. Second them in their 
apostolate, labour with them to hasten the 
accomplishment of the divine promises. 


The Archconfraternity of Prayer 
for Israel 


The co-operation of the whole Catholic 
world is necessary in an enterprise so diffi- 
cult and so far-reaching. Towards the close 
of the year 1904, an Association of Prayer 
was formed in the chapel of Notre Dame 
de Sion in Paris, the purpose of which 
was to pray for the manifestation of God’s 
mercy in favour of His prodigal people. 
Having obtained the approbation of the 
Venerable Cardinal Richard of Paris, the 
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faithful Associates began to hold meet- 
ings, and in January, 1906, they agreed 
to offer a monthly Mass at which they would 
receive Holy Communion for the conver- 
Sion of the Jews. After the Elevation, they 
repeated three times the prayer of Jesus 
Crucified: “Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do,” and, when the 
Holy Sacrifice was ended, they recited the 
prayer, “God of Goodness,” which had long 
been in use in the convents of Sion. 


The number of their adherents increased 
so rapidly that on August 24, 1909—Car- 
dinal Amette having approved their statutes 
the preceding year—Pope Pius X. enriched 
the Association with indulgences and 
raised it to the rank of an Archconfrater- 
nity, with canonical centre at Jerusalem, 
in the Basilica of the Ecce Homo—the 
sanctuary erected for the express purpose 
of reparation and atonement by Father 
Marie Alphonse Ratisbonne. 


The form of prayer preferred by the 
Archconfraternity is the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass. A real crusade of Masses has 
been established in all countries since the 
Holy Father himself has been pleased to 
co-operate in this work; his example has 
been followed by a number of Cardinals, 
Archbishops, Bishops, and a multitude of 
priests. With ardent prayer there is united 
the idea of direct action, discreet according 
to circumstances, yet untiring and perse- 
vering. This apostolate is exercised by 
articles in the Catholic press, by confer- 
ences, study circles, and meetings of all 
kinds, with the co-operation of the secular 
clergy and various religious Congrega- 
tions, as well as by the zeal and experience 
of Jews already converted. 

The Archconfraternity appeals to the 
supernatural spirit of all Catholics, but in 
a more special manner to those other 
Christs, the priests of the Church, in be- 
half of the Jewish race, in times past the 
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chosen of God Whose gifts are without 
repentance. The historical and psycho- 
logical study of the Jews serves to con- 
vince us that the spirit of charity can 
alone assist in removing the obstacles to 
grace; at all times any other spirit has 
contributed only to the hardening of their 
naturally inflexible wills. 


Father Theodore’s experience led him to 
say: “There exists in the heart of every 
Jew an ancient germ of faith; if you culti- 
vate it gently, and apply the living waters 
of a charitable word, it will germinate 
sooner or later and produce flowers and 
fruits.” According to the promise of Our 
Lord, it is certain that prayer, far-reaching 
as that of the Archconfraternity, will inevi- 
tably touch the heart of God. Already we 
have countless proofs of its efficacy in the 
conversion of numerous upright and can- 
did souls among the Jews. 


Let, then, our prayers rise to Heaven 
in behalf of this people; let us echo the 
ardent prayer which is daily repeated in 
the sanctuaries of Sion: 


“God of Goodness, Father of Mercies, 
we beseech Thee, through the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary and by the intercession of 
the Patriarchs and holy Apostles, to cast 
a look of compassion upon the children of 
Israel, that they may be brought to the 
knowledge of our only Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, and may partake of the precious 
fruits of the Redemption. Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” 
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Are You a Member of the 
Australian Catholic Truth 
Society? 

If not, the time to join is NOW. 
The Society Needs Your Help 
In its efforts to provide instruction regard- 
ing Catholic Faith and Practice, both for 
members of the Church and enquirers from 


outside, the Society res 1940-1941-1942 
sold 


Over One Million 
Pamphlets 


Membership: 7/6 per annum. 
Entitles you to: (1) A copy of every new 
pamphlet issued during the year; (2) rich 

spiritual privileges. 
Twenty-eight pamphlets are published in 
the year. 


Remember the Society in your will. 


Write to the Honorary Secretary:— 
Australian Catholic Truth 
Society 


143-151 a’Beckett Street, Melbourne. 
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